Vow

The Moderator takes a copy of the Vow and says:

In response to the Church’s Declaration of Standards 

will you now make the prescribed Vow in the face of this congregation.

The Moderator hands the copy to the ordinand.

The ordinand faces the congregation and declares:

I, [full name], own and confess God as my Father, 

Jesus Christ as my Saviour and Lord, 

and the Holy Spirit as my Helper.

As far as I know my own heart, 

I am moved to enter this ministry 

by zeal for the glory of God, 

love for the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the call of the Holy Spirit, 

the commission to proclaim the coming of God's kingdom on earth 

and a desire for the salvation of all people.

I accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 

as inspired by the Holy Spirit 

to be the uniquely authoritative and sufficient witness to Jesus Christ 

and as such the Word of God and the final rule of faith and life.

I accept as subordinate standards of the faith the Apostles' 

and Nicene Creeds.

I affirm the substance of the faith expressed 

in the Confession of Faith of the UPCSA 

and the Declaration of Faith for the Church in Southern Africa.

I acknowledge the doctrine and form of government 

of the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa 

to accord with Scripture.

I recognize that in ordaining me 

the Uniting Presbyterian Church authorizes and commissions me 

to serve as a Minister of Christ's Church.

My ordination thus establishes a covenant 

between the Uniting Presbyterian Church and me 

that binds me to be faithful to it and its ministry. 

I promise to honour this covenant and be loyal to this Church, 

to accept its authority, 

to abide by its laws and discipline, 

and to encourage other members to do the same. 

I will take my place in its ruling councils 

and seek its unity and peace.

With God's help I commit myself 

to study the Scriptures faithfully,

to give myself to daily prayer, 

to live a holy life, 

to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour 

to be diligent in pastoral care, 

and to respect the confidentiality 

of all personal confessions and confidences shared with me,

so that God may use me to spread the gospel 

and build up the Body of Christ.

The Moderator requests the ordinand to sign the copy of the Vow on the Holy Table. After this the Moderator says:

May God accept your Vow and grant you grace and power to keep it

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

